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Babel is a duo, formed in Lyon in 2016 by Serge Priniotakis (nylon strings) 
and Laura Lahaix (vocal strings). We explore languages, rhythms and far-off 
melodies that caress our ears. We playfully interlace them so as to arouse the 
audience's interest. Firmly oriented towards live music and performance, Babel 
develops its compositions to be shared on-stage. Though we fit within the genre of 
"world music", Babel is deeply rooted in the Andalusian culture. Flamenco remains 
the basis of our musical identity and our reinterpretations are shaped through the 
prism of Flamenco. 
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 The Bollywood Project was born when Babel succumbed to 
the irresistible charms of the Indian cinema's soundtracks. The beauty of the 
languages (Hindi, Bengali, Tamil) and melodies inspired us. We were fascinated by 
the instrumental profusion of its music, the exact opposite of the crisp, sombre, 
almost austere Flamenco. Babel decided to attempt a reinterpretation of these 
genres, in public, at the contemporary dance festival ‘Les Atypiques’ – The Atypicals 
–  in July 2016. Feedback was so positive that we persevered with the idea of a 
show entirely dedicated to this musical fusion.  

Respectful of the popular roots of these songs, we intend to render them in the 
same way they have been enjoyed and covered by generations of musicians in 
India. Laura sings in Hindi, Bengali and Tamil, retaining the original tunes. Serge's 
guitar, on the other hand, takes the liberty of cheerfully diverging from them, 
choosing to take the rather stark and introverted paths of Flamenco.  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Laura Lahaix was born in Nevers, Burgundy, into a home where music 
echoed from morning till night. She soon discovered a passion 
for singing, which she started to develop by being 
accompanied by and then accompanying herself on the 
acoustic guitar. A few years of practice and private lessons 
later, she committed to American blues music, and then to 
Brazilian bossa-nova standards. Travelling first as a student 
and then as a french teacher in Brazil, Colombia and India, 
she was able to experiment with singing in English, 

Portuguese, Spanish and Bengali. In 2014 she became the singer of a rock band 
called The Dykes, and then the Shivers. At the same time she developed a 
repertoire of Brazilian pieces with the band Les Bossanovices. Since 2016, she is 
the voice of Babel’s Bollywood Project. 

Serge Priniotakis was born in Athens, Greece, to a bilingual family 
of musicians. He discovered the Flamenco guitar in Paris 
during his studies with Francisco Serrita. For many years he 
practiced as an amateur musician, while he taught 
languages, in Asia. In Hong-Kong, he became guitarist for the 
bands ReOrientate and Sol y Flamenco. Later on, he settled 
in Spain, first in Granada and then Barcelona. He studied, 
played, and accompanied Flamenco performances, living and 
learning Flamenco music from the inside. He started 
developing the idea of teaching music as a foreign language 

in the city of Lyon, France, where he later founded Le Compás dans l’Œil: a 
structure entirely dedicated to guitar teaching. In parallel with his teaching, he 
plays as a soloist and participates in pure and cross-disciplinary Flamenco 
performances. Since 2016, he lends his strings to Babel's Bollywood Project.  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The undertaking of an Indian tour soon appeared 
to be the obvious next step for Babel's development 
of the Bollywood Project. The French audience, on 
the one hand, has shown great interest and 
enthusiasm towards this repertoire as soon as they 
heard it – mostly for the first time – played on stage. 
The French public was in some way introduced to this 
new, unknown register, through the Andalusian, 
Spanish sounds that they are culturally closer to. On 

the other hand, although less familiar with Flamenco music, the Indian audience 
knows every song covered by the Bollywood Project inside out, and yet Babel is 
presenting each one of them with a whole new aspect: emphasizing their dramatic 
side, highlighting their melodies thanks to original, uncluttered, at times 
outstanding and always surprising arrangements. 

The Bollywood Project was applauded at each encounter with the public who are 
familiar with the cultural classics: members of 
different Indian associations in France, Indians of the 
diaspora, contemporary and old Indian cinema 
lovers... Their support and enthusiasm has 
encouraged Babel to continue with the project and 
pursue the idea of an Indian tour.  

The duo is currently working on the set-up and organisation of a travel to India 
with the help of cultural and institutional partners. 
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Moreover, the recording of the first album of Babel 
— The Bollywood Project — is in progress. We are doing our best to reproduce the 
spirit of a live set, the energy of its music, the sincerity of the performance and 
the complicity of the duo on stage.  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More Babel and  
The Bollywood Project on… 

Babel’s website 
for all the information and contacts, the duet's updates, as well as a blog 

disclosing the project's backstage. 

 

Facebook :  
to follow, share and like us!  

 

Vimeo  
to watch our videos, like and share them! 

 

Youtube, for all the original soundtracks covered by the Bollywood 
Project! 

Contact us: 
contact@babelduo.com 

06 43 38 43 46 
07 81 50 52 40
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